
Unit 2 Background Research for Problem Setting: (200 pts+ 25 GW pts)  
A backgrounder or white paper is an informative research report that provides background information related to a focused 
topic. While sometimes white papers have been reimagined as marketing tools, especially for high tech products,  we will use 
these documents as internal communication to share information inside an organization in response to a specific 
issue.  

Unlike an argumentative paper, the goal of a backgrounder is not to compel a specific action or present a conclusion; 
instead, it is meant to provide contextual information necessary for an unfamiliar audience to understand the topic 
or issue at hand so that they might later make informed contributions and decisions. Even though the purpose is to 
inform, a backgrounder is still highly rhetorical. Because the information presented has been chosen specifically for the intended 
audience it cannot be considered “neutral” even though it may not explicitly make an argument.  

Typically, a backgrounder is immediately followed by a recommendation report or action plan, which assumes the reader is 
already familiar with the information in the backgrounder. The backgrounder, sets the problem in order to give the audience a 
framework for understanding and making decisions about a more argument based document like a recommendation report, a 
scope of work, or a plan of action. right frame of mind to then be presented with a more argumentative report. 

Task:  
Using research, strong writing, and effective document design, write a background report that informs your classmates about a 
problem related to your field or currently important in your community. These reports should help us make decisions about 
which problems seem actionable. We will choose final projects based on successful background reports.  

Timeline:  
1. Two page research proposal due Friday, September 28  (15 pts)  
2. Genre Analysis Discussion via Google Docs Wednesday October 3  (25 pts Generative Work)  
3. Research plan revisions for final project approval by Friday, October 5th (25 points) 
4. Research activity  report memo due Friday October 12   (15 pts)  
5. Research Report content drafts due Monday October 22 (Via Google Docs) (25 points)  
6. Group comment and review due October 24 (via google docs) + Revision plan memo due Friday October 26  (20 pts)  
7. Final Background reports due Friday, November 2nd  (100 pts)  

Deliverables: 
● A research proposal that situates your issue in context, including its importance to your industry or your community. 

Research proposals should include resources available to you, and plans for research including two annotated sources 
you will use for secondary research.  

● A progress report memo documenting the status of your work and any problems, questions or support necessary for 
you to finish your work.  

● A content draft of your background report that focuses on information and proper citation of sources.  
● A thoroughly researched and carefully designed background report or whitepaper that succinctly and ethically 

provides your classmates with enough information about an issue to engage with you in problem setting to address the 
issue you identify.  

● A one-page executive summary of your report that will introduce your issue and summarize your research for your 
classmates.  

● A one-page letter of transmittal that establishes context and clarifies audience.   

Assessment of successful projects will include but is not limited to:  
● Professional ethos in tone, attitude and timeliness related to all elements of this assignment. 
● Engagement with instructor and other students in terms of research and revision as needed including preparation for 

status memos and peer review.  
● Awareness to the rhetorical situation of a background document (audience, purpose, exigence, context)  
● Transparent attention to the ethical implications of your research and problem setting choices.   



● Thorough research, including well documented (APA or other field-specific citation practice) source material, including 
a bibliography of at least seven sources and a works cited that includes five sources). 

● Use of both primary and secondary research methods 
● Good use of design principles using InDesign, Publisher, or an equivalent publishing software. (No templates).  

 


