
Research Proposal: Problem Setting for Research 
Task: Write a problem setting research proposal (150 points possible). 

 

Purpose: 
This assignment is designed to help you, as students: 

1. Demonstrate rhetorical awareness of diverse audiences, situations, and contexts (see course 
outcomes). 

a. Document and expand on your choices as you work with genre conventions and expectations. 
b. Evaluate work, explain rhetorical choices.  
c. Revise and strengthen your writing, based on evaluation and feedback. 
d. Identify and describe a problem in the form of  research questions. 

2. Develop approaches and explore methods for collecting research.  
This assignment is designed to allow us, as instructors to: 

1. Help you to develop ways to talk about and evaluate writing through feedback.  
2. Help you strengthen questions and help you plan revisions.  

 
This assignment will also help us as a community to decide on a set of research problems to explore for our 
group research projects. Your classmates are your primary audience for the proposals you are 
developing.  

Research Proposals as a Genre 
Proposals are a common genre in many aspects of academic and industry work. They take a lot of forms, and 
can be more or less formal depending on their audience and purpose. In a nutshell, proposals are about 
getting the players involved in your project to say “yes.”  For the research proposal in our class, you will 
present a problem you want to investigate further, situate that problem in context, operationalize that problem 
as a research question for which you can gather data, and explain the potential impact of your research.  
 
In other words, you will write a short proposal that tells a story about a problem, explains how we 
might learn more about that problem, and helps us to see why this research would be valuable.  
Context for research: 
West Lafayette and Purdue University are both experiencing new building and infrastructural changes that 
support a growing community. Our class will use this growth as a jumping off point for research and discussion 
about the problems and opportunities of community development. Based on your campus observations so far, 
as well as the readings and discussions done in class, your proposal should identify a problem you have 
noticed concerning the new building and infrastructural undertakings around Purdue University.  

Materials: 
1. Your class notes, and your genre analysis of research proposals.  
2. Your field research 
3. Preliminary secondary research that helps you to establish context and/or significance, for example 

news stories, academic articles, studies, trade magazine articles)  

  



Methods: 
● Develop a problem statement.  
● Use preliminary field research and secondary research to establish a context, further determine 

possible players/audiences, and establish stakes and viability for further research.  
● Operationalize your research questions, and propose possible methods for data collection and further 

research.  
● Draft a research proposal. 
● Give and receive feedback based on your draft.  
● Revise and submit you research proposal to me, and to your classmates for review.  

Timeline: 
❏ 9/7/2018: -Submit a genre analysis report on blackboard (15 points generative assignment)  
❏ 9/12 or 9/14 (at conference): Drafts of introductions and problem statements due.  (10 unit points)  

❏ Bring two hard copies to conferences 
❏ 9/16: Full drafts of proposals due on Blackboard (20 unit Points) 
❏ 9/17 Peer Review worksheets submitted in cleas. (10 unit points points)  
❏ 9/18 or 9/21 (at conference): Revision plans due on blackboard (10 unit points)  
❏ 9/23: Final research proposals are due on Blackboard by end of day. (100 points)  

Grading: 
Remember, your goal for this proposal is to get your classmates and me, your instructor, to see the potential 
for further research related to the problem you identify. So, your focus is on developing a question, setting the 
parameters, and communicating the possible impact of your research. Be focused on what a research team 
would need to learn to fully address a problem or question you identify. After we have done some initial drafting 
and revision, a  rubric will be provided to help you make effective revision plans, and better understand how we 
will evaluate your proposal.  

 
 
 


